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Reflections on Juneteenth
and Blending in Historical
Fiction

History has always been one of my
top favorite subjects. One of my
college professors even wrote in one
of my essays that | should be
teaching the class. History isn’t only
about memorizing dates and events,
but understanding the bigger
picture impact of those events,
especially relative to the present
and future.

Reflecting on the recent Juneteenth
holiday. | thought | would share that
| knew early on when | drafted out
the long scale arc’s of The Coven
Eternal as a series, that | wanted to
blend the historical impact the

Being a history nerd you can likely
deduce that ancestry is another
interest of mine. Years ago | deep dived
into my Father’s side of the family,
mostly because | didn’t know much. Not
only because my parents divorced
when | was eight/nine and | had little to
no contact with him after, but because
my Father’'s family was African
American, records are either limited or
non-existent. | learned so much! And
side note, thank goodness for census
records. It also helped that my real last
name, though simple, is rare and did not
change within the family. But what |
found at the end of the line was truly a
testament to the horrors and injustice
of the institution of chattel
enslavement.

American chattel enslavement had
on people of color with my
characters. | know, it seems like an
interesting topic to blend into
fiction, but hey, if Octavia Butler can
do it, why can’t I? And so few since
her have done it and done it well.

The British had a tendency to keep
records and I’m one of the lucky few with
enslavement ancestry that has any to
find. | was able to track my family to a
large plantation in Jamaica.

This is mostly due to the fact that the
enslaver of my family kept breeding
pedigrees of the enslaved females, one of
which is my ancestor.

Write what you know. Write where
you're coming from.
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You read that right. Breeding pedigrees.
Like they were livestock. Her children
and grandchildren are listed on this
document. Along with partners, dates
of births, dates of death and ages they
were sold at and where.

One of her surviving grandsons was
born into enslavement on the
plantation in 1850. He was then sold at
the age of thirteen and shipped to
Alabama, along with others, mostly
children. To put this in a bigger context
of understanding, the import of
enslaved people to the United States of
America was made illegal in 1808, by
Thomas Jefferson (if you don’t know his
complicated entanglement regarding
enslavement that’s worth a deep dive).
This grandson was brought to the USA
illegally. From there he can be tracked
in the census, on other plantations. He
also was fortunate to have been taught
to read and write—also illegal. He
should have been freed.

| am one of his descendants.

It’s so easy to write historical fiction with
a nostalgic lens. To focus on what was
bright, shiny and beautiful. But the past is
never just that. More often it is ugly,
violent and harsh and to ignore that
would be a disservice to those of us who
can look back at our timelines, our
ancestors, our genetics and realize:

“'m here because someone survived
that”

What am | reading?

Light Weaver by my friend, Lusine
Torossian. If you like YA fantasy with
a Strong FMC, check it out! Based on
Armenian myths and legends!

What other news do | have?

Book of Rowan is now available on
Ingramsparks, so hopefully you'll be
seeing it in indie bookstores and other
places besides Amazon! If you know one
you can let them know and request they
stock it!

| am working on getting an audiobook
made for Book of Rowan!

| plan to get the cover art for Book Two
done soon, but if it's in the cards, what
are some scenes from Book of Rowan
you would like to see created?

Also email me your questions! I'd love
to read them and answer! No spoilers!

e.a.dicer.author@gmail.com
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